SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 24th May 2010 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.











Susan M Foster
19th May 2010







Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. Apologies

2. To receive statutory declarations of interests from Members





(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)    Personal interests.
3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
    










(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).

(Copy attached)

4.  Minutes








To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 29th March 2010 as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 12th April 2010. 
5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
See list attached.  (Copy attached)

6. Street light replacement
To receive and consider the Clerk’s report. (Copy attached).

7. Farmer’s Market location
To receive and consider the Clerk’s report. (Copy attached).
8. Repairs to drains in Cemetery
To receive and consider the Clerk’s report. (Copy attached).
9. Declarations of interest
To receive and consider the Clerk’s report. (Copy attached).
10. Street naming

To receive and consider the Clerk’s report. (Copy attached).
11. Request for waiting restrictions – Faynes Court

To receive and consider a letter received from Central Bedfordshire Council on this matter  (Copy attached).

12. Alcohol Free Zone

To receive and consider the Clerk’s report. (Copy attached).
13. Minutes of the meeting of the Premises Sub-Committee
To receive and consider the minutes of the meeting held on 14th April 2010. (Copy attached).
14.  Minutes of the meeting of the Open Spaces Sub-Committee

To receive and consider the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 17th May 2010 (at the request of the sub-committee) (Copy attached).
*15. Confidential item
To receive and consider the Clerk’s report. (Copy attached).
16. Press release

*Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 and Sections (8 & 9) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985. The Press and Public are given notice that they may be requested to retire during consideration of this item.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	13/05/10

41/10


	CB/10/01535/ FULL

Mr N Farestvedt

NJF Developments

79 Horslow St

Potton

SG19 2NX
	Full application for erection of 2 No. one bedroom semi detached dwellings at land to rear of 57 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 53,57,59 Cambridge Road, 1,2,3 Edward Close, 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 Brickhill Road, Sandy notified. 
	
	F&GP

24/05/10
	

	17/05/10

42/10
	CB/10/01646/ FULL

Mr J Sedgwick

1 Swansholme Gardens

Sandy 

SG19 1HJ


	Full application for single storey front, rear and side extensions and first floor side extension at 1 Swansholme Gardens, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 2, 3 Swansholme Gardens, 21 Mill Lane, Sandy notified. 
	
	F&GP

24/05/10
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 24.5.10
5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
(a) Special items from the Revenue Account
Council Offices

Network Server

    
£3000.00

Work completed.



Stratford Road

¾” water hose to fill bowser
    £300.00
Work completed.
Churchyard

Tree work


    £3000.00
Scheduled to take place in the Autumn, apart from 2 trees which have been felled because they were dangerous.

Gate Pier repair

    £1500.00

Not yet ordered.



Car Park

Hard surface to market container
  £700.00
On order.



SEG

Hanging basket and bracket

 £75.00 
Property owner refuses permission to allow an additional basket on the property.

Playing Fields

Yara Complex Fertiliser



£1,600.00
The spring application has been completed.
Recycling collection

Weekly collection (household size bin)

£225.00 (for the year)

The collection is established.
(b) Capital Account

Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

Jenkins Pavilion Heating Controller
   £2,050.00
On order.


 






    


Stratford Road

Mobile scaffolding tower

   £1,200.00
Two groundsmen have been trained in their use and the tower is on order.



SEG

Planter outside library


   £1,000.00
On order.



Cricket Club

Contribution to new roller

   £3,000.00
Not yet requested.


Car Park

Removal of Concrete kerbs and re-marking

   £3,910.00
To be undertaken in the school holidays.
Church Clock

Contribution to automatic winding system

£1,720.00
Work completed.
Bedford Road Disabled Toilet

Installation of alarm 



£360.00
Work completed.
(c)Interest on Capital Account

Benches

3 x Replacement benches

  £1350.00


One has been ordered.


Bedford Road Recreation Ground

3 x self-closing gates


  £2,600.00



On order.
Bus shelters

Repair to 3 shelters


   £469.00

On order.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 24.05.10
6. Street light replacement

The new street lighting contractor has completed his assessment of the lighting stock and has found that a number of lamps are unsafe and need replacement. He has grouped them into three categories: 6 priority cases which need replacing at once, 4 lamps which are leaning and need replacement before they reach their maximum leaning angle, 5 lamps which are attached to properties and are corroding that will need replacement with columns (Lists attached).
The replacement of the 6 priority lamps will cost £8,000 for 5m columns or £8,570 for 6m columns (unitary authority specification).

To replace the 4 leaning columns would cost £5,400 or £5,780 depending on height of column.

The 5 corroded lamps would cost £7,000 to replace or £7,475 depending on height.

This would be classed as Capital expenditure and could be taken from that account if required.  Alternatively the columns could be replaced under a phased programme, with the leaning and corroded columns being replaced in the next financial year.
(Members are requested to advise on how they would like to proceed.)

7. Farmer’s Market location

The stall holders on the Farmer’s market have asked to move to a location outside the Post Office to try to increase trade.  There would be sufficient room there for the number of stalls at present on the market (5 or 6).

(Members are requested to decide if they would like to accede to this request)

8. Repairs to drains in Cemetery

There are a number of gully covers and the leaf gathering baskets beneath them, in the cemetery, which have corroded and need replacement.  They need to be specially made and the cost of replacement for each pair is £110.  Six are needed making a total of £660. The cost of this could be taken from the contingency amount.
(Members are requested to advise on how they would like to proceed.)

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 24.05.10
9. Declarations of interest

Members will recall that they have to fill in a Declaration of interest form when they take their place on the Town Council.  These need to be kept up to date and Members who wish to can asked for a copy of their declaration to check if they 
have become a member of any group or have changed circumstances which might need to be recorded on their forms.

(Information only)
10. Street naming

Central Bedfordshire Council has asked for suggestions for naming the development of 19 dwellings located at 58 – 66 High Street.  The developer has proposed the name “Station Rise”.

(Members are requested to say if they agree with the proposed name or if they would like to suggest an alternative name for the development).

12. Alcohol Free Zone

Members will recall that the Town Council applied for areas of Sandy to be designated as alcohol free zones in order to curb anti-social behaviour resulting from alcohol consumption.  This was requested in conjunction with the police and was submitted in April 2009.  Since then the Clerk has made numerous enquiries about its progress and has been given the following explanations at various times:
· The paperwork was mislaid (although it had been “found” after the Clerk’s enquiry) in the transfer from Mid Beds to Central Bedfordshire.

· Other local councils, including Shefford and Arlesey were in the process of applying and Sandy’s application had been delayed so that they could be progressed at the same time.

· The application was going out to consultation.

· The application was to be considered at the next meeting of the Licensing Committee (this last was in February).

On Friday it was reported in the Biggleswade Chronicle that the Alcohol Free Zones for Shefford and Arlesey were to come into force on 24th May 2010.  The Clerk again spoke to an officer at Central Bedfordshire and then the authority’s solicitor to ask what was happening. It now transpires that no progress has been made at all, despite reminders and questions being asked.  The Clerk has had assurances from the solicitor that he will arrange a meeting with Central Bedfordshire Council officers, the local police officers and the Clerk in order to identify the zone, despite protestations that this had been done last year.  It appears that, contrary to all assurances given, Sandy will not have an alcohol free zone before the summer.

(Members are requested to say whether or not they would like to take any action on this matter).
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